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Pio Report 

A Message From Monsignor John Marine 
Pastor - St. Bede the Venerable Church 

 

 Grace and peace to you in Jesus Christ, and in the name of His holy servant and saint, Padre Pio!  

Welcome to our first issue of the St. Bede the Venerable Parish Padre Pio Festival Newsletter. This newsletter is being sent primarily to 

all of you who attended our First Padre Pio Festival last June, 2016. We hope it finds you in good health and ever deepening faith. If there is 

someone you would like us to send it to, please pass along their email.  

 

 At this time last year, our First Annual St. Bede Parish Festival in honor of St. Pio of Pietrelcina was still only an idea in our 

minds and a dream in our hearts. When the weekend of June 25-26 finally came, we were delighted by the huge crowds of the faithful, the 

blessing of beautiful weather and the many favorable comments of the festival pilgrims.  

 

 How fortunate we were to have as our first festival preacher Father Pio Mandato, who traveled from his hermitage outside of 

Scranton to make one of his rare appearances, for something dear to his heart:  promoting devotion to Padre Pio.  Father Mandato's grandfa-

ther was a friend of Padre Pio, and his mother one of Padre Pio's "spiritual daughters."  Father Mandato, a Franciscan Hermit of St. Joseph, 

not only blessed us with his attendance and preaching, but he also carried along with him one of the blood stained gloves  Padre Pio wore 

during his Miraculous Stigmata, which had been given as an entrusted gift to Father Mandato.  

 

 I am happy to announce that our Second Annual Festival will be held on the weekend of June 24-25, 2017. Our 2017 festival 

preacher is Father Thomas Betz, also a Franciscan and the local provincial superior for the Capuchin Province here in the state of Penn-

sylvania. Like last year, our festival will include a Saturday evening Vigil Mass for those pilgrims who cannot attend on Sunday. At the 

conclusion of this Mass, the relic of Padre Pio will be available for personal blessings and veneration. On Sunday June 25, our special Pil-

grim's Mass will be at 12:30pm, preached by Father Thomas Betz.  

 

 Following this Mass, a procession through the local streets of our parish will be held, during which the life-size statue of Padre Pio 

will be borne by several parishioners of St. Bede. When the procession returns to the church, approximately at 2:30pm, there will be a holy 

hour with solemn exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, during which a Healing Service will be conducted with the application of the 

relics of Padre Pio. Several priests will be available for confession at the conclusion of the procession and into the Healing Service. 

 

 An added feature of our festival this year will be a special night for teens and young adults on the Friday evening of the week-

end festival. Plans are for a Holy Hour with a praise and worship band, a talk on Padre Pio and how he relates to the millennial generation 

of today, followed by festivities on our grounds, with a live cover band.  As more details regarding our Friday event become known, we will 

certainly announce it in an upcoming newsletter and on our website. 

 

  Throughout the festival weekend, we will once again have plenty of local food trucks with delicious ethnic and American foods, as 

well as several craft booths. Live entertainment will include female vocalist Jennifer DiDonato  and Frank Sinatra impersonator Mr. 

Stephen Ritrovato.  

 

 We are happy to announce that the outdoor festivities will now be located on our front property, not too far from the church. This 

will allow festival goers easier access to the food tents, entertainment and picnic areas. Several inflatable amusements will be prominently 

located for the entertainment of our children. A Padre Pio Children's Pavilion will have interactive events for small children to learn about 

Padre Pio's life.  

 

 As last year, there is plenty of free parking on our parking lots, soccer fields and in the adjacent community - very accessible by 

foot. Many more handicapped parking spaces will be available, and the handicapped and disabled can be dropped off in front of the church. 

We encourage large groups to come by bus, and there will be free, safe parking provided for charter busses. Please let us know in advance. 

 

 It is my hope that you will set your calendar to travel to Holland in beautiful Bucks County, for our wonderful weekend of spiri-

tual blessings and beautiful liturgies, delicious food and a great sense of community, all in honor of Padre Pio. 

 

 In the meantime, I pray that God, through the intercession of St. Pio, will bless you and your families.  

 

       Sincerely yours 

 

 

         Monsignor John Marine 

           Pastor, St. Bede the Venerable  
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Pio Report 

Second Annual  
Padre Pio Festival 

Schedule of Events 
 

Friday, June 23 
   Teen and Young Adult Night (details to follow) 

 

Saturday, June 24 
 2pm  Festival grounds open with several food trucks and crafters, 

    and indoor Café Pio. 

 4pm-5pm Confessions 

 5:30pm Vigil Mass in honor of Padre Pio. Blessing with relics  

    following Mass. 

 6:30pm Live Musical entertainment. 
 

Sunday, June 25 
 (7:30, 9:30, 11am, 12:30pm)   Masses at St. Bede Church  

 

 11am ——- FESTIVAL GROUNDS OPEN ——- 

 

 12:30pm  Solemn Concelebrated Mass in honor of Padre Pio 

   (Celebrant-Homilist: Father Thomas Betz, OFM, Cap.) 

 1:30pm Street Procession with statue of Padre Pio 

    (recitation of the Rosary)  

    Musical accompaniment by Verdi Band 

 2:30pm Confessions and Healing Prayer Service 

    (blessing with relics of Padre Pio) 

 3pm-7pm  Musical entertainment on festival grounds. 
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Highlights From  
the 2016 Festival 

Pio Report 

Fr. Thomas O’Donald, parochial vicar at  
St. Bede’s, extends the relic of padre Pio to  
one of the many pilgrims.  

Our church was standing-room only for both 
the Mass and healing service.  

Father Pio Mandato leads us in prayer.  

Monsignor Marine displays the relic of bandage which 
covered Padre Pio’s stigmata wounds. 


